The Benefice of Great Hanwood
Longden & Annscroft with Pulverbatch 
Sunday 8 March 2026
                Third Sunday of Lent
Collect
Eternal God, give us insight
to discern your will for us,
to give up what harms us,
and to seek the perfection we are promised
in Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen.

Matthew 6: 19-24
 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
22 The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light; 23 but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!
24 No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth.’

Mark 10: 21
 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 
‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’

Post Communion Prayer
Merciful Lord, grant your people grace 
to withstand the temptations of the world, 
the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts 
and minds to follow you, the only God;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

We pray for the following: 
[bookmark: _Hlk217157578]Anne Hobson, Hefyn Edwards, Margaret Hill, 
Rhoda Pearce, Sheila Dawson-Campbell, 
Coral Edwards, Jonathan Fraser, Mark, Louise, Andrew, Anne-Marie, Michael Webb, Rob Loupart,
Andrea Morris, Graham Earney, Barbara Fraser.

This week
Tues 10th 10-12 Coffee Morning – Hanwood
Thurs 12th 10.30am Choir rehearsal for GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE - The Rectory




Sunday 15 March – Mothering Sunday
9.30am  Sunday Praise - Pulverbatch
11am     Holy Communion- Annscroft
11am     Songs of Praise – Vine Close, Hanwood
                                         
No Lent Lunch on Sunday 15 March

LENT LUNCHES
22nd MARCH at Sheila Wadington-Feather’s house: Fairview, Old Coppice, Lyth Hill
TEL 872177
Supporting The Arc
Max 12 people

29th MARCH at Annscroft church after the service, hosted by Graham and Emma
Book on TEL 861003
Supporting Shelter Box
No limit on numbers. 


We pray for our Benefice
For those living in Longden, Longden Manor and Longden Common Lane 
Sun. 	St Ruthen’s Church & the PCC 
Mon. 	Longden Primary School
Tues. 	Longden Parish Council
Wed. 	Doctors, dentists, nurses
Thur. 	The widowed and bereaved
Fri. 	The Red Lion
Sat. 	Longden Village Hall

PERSONAL DAILY REFLECTIONS from Lectio 365 app - link with the sermon series and Lent course. These are very good and help us to engage more deeply with God. See also the weekly video that accompanies this.

LENT COURSE USING LECTIO 365:
On zoom 3.30pm - 4.30pm every Tuesday afternoon. 2.30pm to 3.30pm in the Rectory on Thursday afternoons. All welcome.

GOOD FRIDAY CHOIR
On Good Friday 3rd April we will have a meditation in Hanwood Church from 2-3pm, in which we invite people to come and read a poem or piece of prose. We also wish to form a choir to lead our singing. Those wishing to join this choir are invited for a rehearsal from 10.30am on Thursday 12th March in The Rectory, when we will choose what to sing. All singers are welcome.

