The Benefice of Great Hanwood
Longden & Annscroft with Pulverbatch 
Sunday 1 March 2026
                Second Sunday of Lent
Collect
Almighty God, by the prayer and discipline of Lent
may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Matthew 4: 1-11
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ 4 But he answered, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will command his angels concerning you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’
7 Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; 9 and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.’ 10 Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, “Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”’
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

Luke 5: 15-16
But now more than ever the word about Jesus 
spread abroad; many crowds would gather to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. 
16 But he would withdraw to deserted places and pray.

Post Communion Prayer
Almighty God, you see that we have no power 
of ourselves to help ourselves:
keep us both outwardly in our bodies,
and inwardly in our souls;
that we may be defended from all adversities
which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

We pray for the following: 
[bookmark: _Hlk217157578]Anne Hobson, Hefyn Edwards, Margaret Hill, 
Rhoda Pearce, Sheila Dawson-Campbell, 
Coral Edwards, Jonathan Fraser, Mark, Louise, Andrew, Anne-Marie, Michael Webb, Rob Loupart,
Andrea Morris, Graham Earney, Barbara Fraser.

This week
Mon 2nd March 12 noon Funeral of Nellie Morris in Hanwood Church
Wed 4th 3pm Messy Church Planning Meeting Thurs 5th 10am Holy Communion – Longden

Sunday 8 March – Lent 3
9.30am     Matins - Pulverbatch
11am        Holy Communion- Longden
11am        Sunday Praise - Hanwood      
4.30pm     Sunday Praise – Zoom
7pm         Meditation – St George’s, Pontesbury  

Lent Lunch on Sunday 8 March
1pm at Gill and Mervin Brown’s ,
The White House, Longden SY5 8EX
Telephone: 07580196311
Max 10 people
Supporting Cancer Research and Tender 50/50 


We pray for our Benefice
[bookmark: _Hlk60137235]For those living on Lyth Bank & Hill, Annscroft 
Sun. 	 Christ Church & the PCC 
Mon	 Deanery Clergy and Readers	
Tues. 	 Rural Dean – Rev Greg Smith
Weds. 	 Deanery Synod members	
Thurs.   Shops & Post Offices  
Fri. 	 Postal staff, bus drivers
Sat	 The vulnerable people in our society –
            pensioners, sick, disabled, unemployed

PERSONAL DAILY REFLECTIONS from Lectio 365 app - link with the sermon series and Lent course. These are very good and help us to engage more deeply with God. See also the weekly video that accompanies this.

LENT COURSE USING LECTIO 365:
On zoom 3.30pm - 4.30pm every Tuesday afternoon. 2.30pm to 3.30pm in the Rectory on Thursday afternoons. All welcome.

GOOD FRIDAY CHOIR
On Good Friday 3rd April we will have a meditation in Hanwood Church from 2-3pm, in which we invite people to come and read a poem or piece of prose. We also wish to form a choir to lead our singing. Those wishing to join this choir are invited for a rehearsal from 10.30am on Thursday 12th March in The Rectory, when we will choose what to sing. All singers are welcome.

